It is decidedly interesting for the strong negative character which it has ; yet interesting and instructive as it may be, it is of such a kind that one is better than many as far as our medico-legal pride is concerned. This case certainly had the appearance and history of that of ¡i strong irritant poison.
where very fluid and a striking characteristic of it was its cherry-red color and marked odor of prussic acid ; a few cubic centimetres of it in a stoppered bottie retained this color perfectly for several months.
The stomach contents were examined by Professor Kinnicutt and prussic acid was found. The blood gave the reactions also for prussic ¡icid. The spectroscopic examination gave only the absorption bands of oxyhemoelobin. Treatment.
-
The treatment has been along the same general lines in all cases, with minor differences according to the different services in which the cases occurred. Ir the main, the treatment has been to empty the uterus as rapidly as the conditions of the cervix, etc., permit, and the encouragement of all excretions, the object being to secure ¡is rapid an elimination of the toxins as possible.
I have one general criticism to make in regard to the treatment, and that is, that the disease seems to have been treated in many eases at the expense of the patient, ¡tntl that stimulation has been too often neglected, in spite of the fact that the general treatment is markedly depressant in its efi'eet. After making a careful study of the records it seems evident to me that shock after operative delivery.has played a considerable part in the death-rate, and I should urge most strongly the application of the same principles alter operative delivery that we employ after a severe surgical operation. It seems to me that it is along this lint; that we can do the most to reduce the mortality, especially if we employ prophylactic measures instead of waiting for the symptoms of shock to de- velop.
There are a few special points about the results of treatment that deserve mention :
Pilocarpine was used in the treatment of 50 cases, five of whom died of pulmonary edema, which illustrates the danger of giving that drug to unconscious patients.
Morphia was used in two cases to control the convulsions. One-fourth-grain doses were given in both eases, and repeated once after a two-hour interval.
Both patients developed alarming symptoms after the second dose, the respirations dropped below 10 and cyanosis appeared. 
